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AFTER CONVERSION
By Mark Blair

This is a book for those whom Bod has converted. The aim of
the book is that those who have put their trust in Jesus Christ
for their salvation might have a firm foundstion in Him. To you
I write, friend, you whom the Holy Spirit of God has touched =znd
converted from the way of unrighteousness. This conversion has
happened because you have had your penzlty of sin pesid by the Lord
Jesus Christ upon the ecross.

 The best book for a new beldever in the Lord Jesus to rezd
is the Bible = the Word of God. However, I hope you'll supple~
ment your Bible reading with the Scriptural truths that lie here-
in. Becoming a Christian means receiving the benefits of eternal
life from the finished work of Christ upon the cross. MNany
cuestions sbout how or why this salvation applieé to every =sspect
of your life will surely srise. By the gracé of God, I pray that
these words will aid you in your new 1life with Jesus Christ.

We must first understsnd what conversion invelwves. The word
conversion refers to a change. The Bible says, "All have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23) (Sin iz %o
fall short or miss the mark.) Tt is necessary for us to be ch:nged
from the condition of guilt before a holy and just God in order
for us to become children of God,; because we htve fallen short of
what (God demsnds for sslvation. The lord Jesus said this change
is being beorn from szbove, or born agzin, "Truly, truly, I say fo
you, unless one is born sgain, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
(John 3:3)

In order for us to be born from above we must look to God.
The severity of our sin mekes our efforts to save ourselves no
good, Becsuse the Bible says that our righteousness, or our
efforts of being good enough for God to save us form sin's pen-
alty, are "like a volluted garment"”. (Isaish 64:6) The good news
of God's salvation is that when we could do nothing to save our—
selves God did everything. When we stend worthy of the fires of

eternzl hell, God, in Christ Jesus, sees us =z worthy of heaven,



As Paul has written, "For by grace you have been saved through
feiths and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not
as a result of works, thet no one should boasst." (Eph 2:8-9)
Grace is not something we deserve, but a gift. God gives us this
gift of sdlvation becsuse of what Jesus Christ has done for us.

Very simply, what Jesus Christ has done for the believer is
that He has lived, died, and risen from the dead for him. God
gives salvation only because Christ has successfully done these
three things for, or as a representative of, the believer,

| God will not allow anyone who has sinned to get to Heaven.

This rules out any of us getting there. So Jesus came 1o earth
and lived a sinless, perfect life so that all who desire to go to
Heaven mzy get to Heaven. Christisns are not periect but God
loocks upon them as perfect through the perfecton of His Son. He
lived for us a sinless life. Paul says in II Corinthians 5:21,
"He (God the Father) made Him (God the Son) who knew no sin to be
sin on our behzlf, that we (the believer) might become the right-
eousness of God in Him.,"

The Bible says that the "wages of sanie (Rom 6:23)
So that if we are sinners we must die an eternal death in Hell as
the punishment. For this reason God put His Son to death upon
the cross, so that all who desire to be forgiven can be so — jusily.
God does not throw out His law. HNo, He fulfills it by having
Christ suffer the full penalty for the believer. He died for us
to pay the full penalty of our sin.

1f Jesus remained dead we would have no hope of raising from
our desth. = Neither would we have real confidence that He paid the
full price of our sin. But because Jesus rose we know that if we
believe in Him we also shall riseiafter death. We know, too, that
He rose for us to confirm our salvstion.

Has the Holy Spirit brought you to = saving knowledge of this
gospel of Jesus Christ? Have you trusted completely in the Saviour

as your own? If so, then now is the itime for you to read After

Conversion. If ydu have not believed upon Christ, then seek God

in prayer. Ask Him to cleanse you, forgive you, and mske you His
child in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. And, believe in con-
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REPENTANCE

We must now look to see what must take place for us to enjoy
the eternal benefits of God's forgiveness. The Apostle Peter
preached to the people of Jerusalem gaying, "Repent therefore and
return, that your sins mey be wiped awsy, in order that times of
refreshing mey come From the . presence of the Lord." (Acts 3:19)

Ahe the verse above implies "repentance" must come before for—
giveness of sins can be applied. A judge cannot grant a pardon
while the one who violates the law continues to commit crimes.

The word of God calls us to forsake the ways of evil and come under
submission to the lLordship of Jesus Christ. QCod has brought life
to your soul that was once dead in sins and trespasses, now you
must live for Him alone.

Repentance-is to turn from, and hate, sin. It is a break
from the disobedience that you loved before you were brought to
conversion, "How?" you may cry at the thought of such a thimg.
"I've lived a number of years and become set in my ways. How can
I change my way of 1ife?" @od is calling you to change the desire
to continue in sin, wherever it exists in your life.,

This change in not the result of human effort. It is a
gracious act of God. "Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, and
renew a steadfast spirit within me." (Psalm 51:10) God's free
gift of forgiveness is a wonderful act of love. Yet, the gift
of repentance seems to be even greater. For not only has He fully
paid the tremendous price of our sins, but He changes us so that
we might turn from the powerful control of sin. He changes our
hearts so that we want to turn from sin., Both of these gifts of
God were provided by the 1life of the Son of God.

The Spirit of God touched your heart with the knowledge of
your salvation while you were in rebellion against God. Your sins
condemned you to eternal destruction, Paul sBays that we must not
forget that we were once Gentiles, which means outsiders. "THe=
member that you were at that time seperate from Christ, excluded
from the commonwealth of Isreal, and strangers to the covenants
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of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now
in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought
near by the blood of Christ.” (Eph 2:12-13) it
Paul tells us, "If then you hsve been reised up with Christ,
keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God." (Col 3:1) Repentance is forsaking the love for sin
that you had before you were saved. We must learn to hate the sin
that could.have sent us to an eternity in Hell. Our new love must
be for our God who hés spared us znd for His will in our life. Do
not ever look back to your sin, but strive to live for God alone.
The best way to sccomplish repentance is to realize the enor-
mity of sin. We tend to hold a light view of our disobedience
against God. However, vhen we stand guiliy in sin, God looks at
us with grave disappointment. Those that have not found His favor
await the just punishment of Hell. But praise God, we have found
 His forgiuwing fevor because Jesus lived and died for us. We get
an awful picture of the enormity of sin at the cross of Jesus:
Christ.  We see that we were so bad that the God of ereation had
to come and die that we might be forgiven. The Lord of Glory was
mede @ curse becsuse of our sin., BSo, by thinkinge of the cross,
God brings us to a godly grief because it was our sins that nailed
~His Son there. "For godly grief produces & repentance that leads
to salvation and bring no regret, but worldly grief produces death."
(II Cor 7:10) Worldly grief is not sorrow for sinning agzinst
God but sorrow for being caught in sin,. Yem,'godly grief is sorrow
because of the great expense of the death of Christ. When you
iealize that God had to die for your sins, that the nails through
the hands of Christ were for the penalty of your sins, then you
should strive o turn from sin in repentance.
There are five steps to true repentance. The first step is
a change of mind. - This change of mind is well illustrated in the
story of the Prodigal Son. "But when he came to his senses, he
said, 'How many of my father's hired men have more than enough
bread, but I azm dying here with hunger!!'" (Luke 15:17) The Prod-
igal Son realized that tﬁere wes no_peace away from his: father

when .he had 1eft thim for the love of sin. We, 100, have sguandered
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the property of our God in loose living, as he did., The first
step of repentance is the desire to go back to the love of God.

Second, we must have a true godly sorrow for sin. David said,
"For I confess my iniguity; I am full of anxiety because of my
sin.” (Psalm 38:18) Some people are driven to the point of con—
viction or guilt, but are not sorrowful. They are not hurt by
their rebellioh agminst God. But, as was said previously, this
godly sorrow is necessary in attaining repentance. You will not
forseke something if you're not sorry because of it.

Third, this sorrow must move us to confess our short-comings
before God. Unreleased sorrow and grief will only lead to anxiety
and internal struggle. Confession of gin brings us to the joy of
forgiveness. "But the tax—gather, standing some distance away,
wes even unwilling to 1ift up his eyes to heaven, but was besting
his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, the sinner.!" (ILk 18:13)
Through this story Jesus teaches the love God hes for humble sin-—
ners. . Unconfessed sin is not hiding anything from God, He knows
all your thoughts. Unconfessed sin is preventing Him from freely
forgiving you.

Fourth, to truly'repeht, we musi noit only confess our sins,
but forsake them. "He who conceals his transgressions will not

prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will find compas—

sion.” (Prov 28:13) This is sometimes very hard. You may lose
friends, status, and vopularity by trying to live for ﬁhrist. But
in earnestly striving to forsake;yorﬁﬂsins you'll find the peace of
pardon that surpasses 2ll wealth, "What profiteth a man to gain
the whole world and lose his soul?! (lLuke 9:25)

The final step in repentance from sin is turning to God as
Saviour and Iord. "For they themselves report azbout us what kind
of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from
idols to serve a living and true God." (I Thess 1:9) Of course,
we will continue to sin until we =zre made perfect upon our entrance
to Heaven. However, we must not live 1o please ourselves or our
idols {girlfriend, car, wife, money, job) but to give glory to the
true and liwing God.

Repentance is a hard thing to do, but it 1is wvery hnecessary.
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READING GOD'S WORD

"Like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of thé word;
that by it you may grow in respect to salvation.” (I Peter 2:2)
The Holy Spirit of God has raised you to repentance and forgive-
ness. This new birth has created in you a need for the spirit—
ual nourishment of the Word of God. A believer in Jesus Christ
has a tremendous need for a knowledge of the Word of God.

"A11 seripture is inspired by God and profitable for tesch—
ing, for reproof, for corredtion, and for treining in righteous-
ness." (II Tim 3:16) Cod has sent you a special love letter to
tell you all you need to know about Him. To prepare this letter
for you He used many different men. God speaks to us through
the words that He gave these men to write. They wrote sixty—six
different books which hsve been compiled into the 01d snd the New
Testaments of the Bible, ;

The Bible is the handbook of salvation. It spesks of the
love of God for fallen and sinful man. It reveals God's plan
of salvation for us through His Son Jesus Christ who is the Sav—
iour. The 0ld Testament is the history of the Hebrew people who

are the ancestors of Jesus Christ. In the 014 Testzment we see

foreshadowings and prophesies of the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ.

In the NWew Testament we read of the 1ife and teachings of Christ.
The four gospels are followed by a history of and instruction to
the Church, the Body of Christ, which is alive and growing today.

As Paul tells Timothy ( II Tim 3:16) the words of the Scrip-
ture are necessary for the Christian to be trained in the knowledge
of God, Our letter from God is complete. The Bible tells us all
we need to know gbout God and our life with Him. His words in-
struct end correct us in our walk with Christ,

Without = knowledge of thesethoughﬁéof God we are going
down a dark alley. The Bible is like our map and compass to guide
us through life, In His word we are told of the direction our
life should taske. David said, "Thy word is = lamp to my feet, and
a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105) The Ten Commandments are
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(Exodus 20) the morsl laws of Christian living., We are also
reassured by reading of the men whom God has brought to Himself
before us., Their words of strength and acts of coursge motivate
us to press on. Most of all, we are inspired by reading about
Jesus, our Good Shepherd, who has laid down His life that we might
spend an eternity with Him at the end of our walk through this =
life, @God's wordequi§5'us to live the Christian life.

One of the most important aspects of the Bible is that it is
where the will of God is revealed. More precisely, God's will

cannot be known unless we know His word. As Christians, it is

_very necessary that we know the will of God. "What does God want

from me and for me in my new life with Him? How do I know what
to do? Where do I turn?" BSurely, you have wondered about these
guestions.

To find the answer to these vital gquestions we musgt not turn
to circumstances, chance happenings, or isolated events as clues
to the will of God for us. The only thing that God is trying to
tell us is whet He has said in the Bible. A knowledge of the
person of God comes through a knowledge of His Word. We can't
figure out what God desires unless we know what He has said.

Moses sazid, "The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the
things revesled belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may
observe all the words of this law." (Deut 29:29) When we seek
wisdom, we are not to question things that happen in life, these
are secret things., Wisdom, guidance, and knowledge come in knowing
the word of God. The more thoroughly we know the Bible, the
closer our friendship and fellowship with God becomes.

Allow me to bring these thoughts into practical applica-
tion. How does a Christisn know if a recent job prospect is
God's will for his 1life? He should turn to God's moral law -
the Ten Commandments — in his Bible. HMeasure the circumstances
against God's desire for His people. Is it contrary to the
first commendment in that it comes before God? Will he be ex-
pected to break the fourth commandment and work on Sundey? Does
the job have the support of thg Christiants parents, as the fifth
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commandment requires? (Providing the person is under his parents!
submission.) Generally the Ten Commandments apply to any circum—
stance we will ever encounter. : : _

In attempting to determine the will of God through His word,
keep these verses in mind. "WHhoever knows what is right to do
and fails to do it, for him it is sin.” (James 4:17) God commands
that we act without hesitation to obey Him. "...Whatever does
not proceed from faith is sin." (Rom 14:23) You can't pull any-
thing over on God. If what you do isn't done with a pure heart
and a clear conscience, then you are sinning agsinst God.

So you see how a lack of knowledge of the Word of God only
leads to 2 Christian's confusion. A firm foundation in Christ
comes from a knowledge of the Bible. God does not allow ignor-
ance of His law a2s an excuse for sin. 4May we say to our God as
David did — "I have laid up thy word in my heart, that I might
not sin agsinst thee." (Psalm 119:11)

The Christian who does not read and study God's word is
spiritually weak and under nourished. If you were to discontinue
eating you would not be sble to endure a day full of normal ac-
tivities. 1In a very real way, you are seriously depriving yourself
if you are not reading the Bible, A born-agsin Christian is a
babe who must receive nourishment. YLike newborn babes, long fox
the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to
salvation." (I Peter 2:2)

Some Christians are misled to believe that the Word of God
is a band-2id for the soul, When they are angry, they frantic-
ally flip through the pages of their Bible to find ‘a passage that
will_céol them down. Yet, more often than not, such last minute
attempbtsiat help increases anger when they sre not able to find the
ipight! verse,

The Bible is to be read daily for our spiritual protection
end not as a last resort desperation move., Mal-nutrition is _
easily prevented by eating the proper foods daily. However, when
one has suffereérfrcm starvation, mal-nutrition caen rapidly lead
o death., The simple illustration is a parallel to the impor-
tance for a Christisn to read the Bible. A daily consumption
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oF ‘the Hpwo ofiGod is necessary for spiritual strength,

As you read the Bible, it becomes a building block to be
used in building a firm foundestion in Christ. The Word of God
becomes very much_a part of you. Your spirit is refreshed,

strengthened and nourished. As you reed God's written word, He

“speeks words of life to you.

When you eat a banana, do you know how your body will burn
the energy it produces? Usually, that bananas is used to perform
a function that you are not aware of. In the same manner, we
are often unaware of the way God will use certain verses that
we are reading., Do you refuse to eat the banana because you don't
know how it will be used? No, because you know it is necessary to
perform essential body functions. Do you turn to a different por-—
tion of the Bible when the one you are reading does mot seem to be
for_you?r I hope notes All of the message of the ¥Word of God was
written especially for you. At the time of your reading a partic-
ular text you may not know how God will use that text, but He has
promised He will surely bless you from it. God has said, "For as
the rain and snow come down from heaven, and return not thither
but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving
seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be
that goes forth from my mouths it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplisb that which I purpose, and prosper in the
thing for which I sent it." (Isaizh 55:10-11)

The same Holy Spirit of God who inspired the men who wrote
the Bible appiies the words of Seripture to your 1ife. The Holy
Spirit illuminates the words of God that you have once read. He
brings to mind 2 passage that you may have res=d years before. 1A
certain occurance will strike a familiar note znd you will say,
"Oh, I read that once." The decisions we make in life should be
based upon the principles that we have read in the Scriptures.
When the Word of God is in our head and on our hearts we are able
to know what the will of God is for every situation we encounter
in life. ‘

A knowledge of the Word of (God guides us in our walk with

Christ. A knowledge of ‘the Word of God allows us to know the will
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of God in our lives. A knowledge of the Word of God strengthens
us to live a life that gives glory to Jesus Christ. You see, it
is of tremendous importance that a Christian have a knowledge of
the Bible. We should read the Bible slowly, daily, and thoroughly.

Everyone seems to be in a hurry to complete just abbut every
task they begin. However, we must read the Bible slowly. The
power of the Word is received as we understand and comprehend what
we are reading. We must discipline ourselves to dig to the depths
of the Word and to strive to see God's mesning. Our prayer should
be, "Make me understand the way of the precepts, and I will med-
itate on thy wondrous works." (Psalm 119:é7) Center your thoughts
on the Seripture as you read.

When you came to realize the necessity of food, you began to
eat daily. Since the Bible is so much a part of Christiesn living
we must read it every day. Many Christisns read in leaps and
bounds at first, then gradually not at all. They will read ten
chapters. a day at first. Soon it is down to seven, or five, or
three. Shortly afterwards, they have ceased reading the Bible at
all.

Because this way of reading so of'ten occurs, I encourage you
to make snd keep this promise to God, "I will read your Word
for at least five minutes every—mbrning and five minutes every
evening.“ Usually, the hardest thing about reading the Bible is
getting started. Some days all you will be szble to spend is five
ninutes morning and evening. Some days you will have enough time
to read for several hours, The importzsnt thing is that reading
the Bible become a regular part of your daily schedule. Rezding
in the morning gives you good thoughts to begin and meditate on
throughtout the day. Ending the day with the Word of God allows
you to slumber with good thoughts from the Lord. David said} "I
revere. thy commandments, which T love, and I will meditate on thy
statutes.” (Psalm 119:48) A faithful commitment to this promise
to God should allow you te read both the 0ld and the New Testaments
in one year.

The Word of God should be read thoroughly. Before you begin
to read, pray to the Author of the Holy Scriptures and ask Him to
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Prayer is a two~way channel of communication with God. Just
think of it, God wants to have u# praise Him in prayer. ©Not only
does He hear, but He replies, right away, to everything we ask of
Him. Because Cod-is who He is, He can listen to, watch over, and
respond to every one of us — at the same time.

Prayer is a very sweet form of worship for those of us who

trust in Jesus Christ's saving work on the cross. Jesus is the

one who has offered up the sacrifice of Himself to the Féiher for
our sins., He is our high priest. '"Since then we have a great
high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not hve a high
priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has

been tempted in all things as we ave, yet without sin. Let us

therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that

we may reéeive-mercy and may.find graée to help.in fime of need,”
(Hebrews 4:14-16) Becsuse we stend forgiven in Christ's righteous—
ness we can pray %o God in confidence. We must always remember
that our privilege of prayer csme at great expense — the life of
our dear Lord. Therefore, let us not tzke advantazge of, or misuse,
whet God has given ug. I have found for you the straight informa-
tion from the Scriptures: the who, what, why, when, where, and

how of prayer.

TPo whom do we pray? As Christians, we have committed our lives
to God who is triune. fThat is, God has revesled Himself in three
persons - Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Our prayers are to be directed to the Father. He is the one
who gives every good gift to His children. He lovingly gsve His
Son to clear us of our sin's penalty. In the course of our prayer
we can specifically spesk to Jesus or the Holy Spirit. They, too,
are God who deserve our praise and thanke for their works of grace
in omr lives.

Our prayers are to the Father in the name of Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, "And whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, that
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the Father may be glorified in the Son." (John 14:13) We pray

in Jesus' name because e is the only One who can meke us justi-

fied in the Father's eyes. The Father does not listen to the

prayers of the unrighteous. {Unless, of course, they sare pleading

for forgiveness in T name.) He tells us so in Isaiah, "So

when you'spread out yéur hands ih prayer, I will hide ly eyes

from you, yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen.

Your hands are full of bloodshed." (Isaizh 1:15) But, Christians

have been cleansed from sin by Christ. Because we are followers

of Jesus Christ, the Father loves us as much as He loves Jesus.

We pray to our Heavenly Father in the name of ﬂis Son, our Lord.
What do we pray for®? You may be surprised to know we are not

supposed to ask for just anything. Jesus gave us a guideline for

prayer in the Garden if @ethsemane. "Saying, 'Father, if Thou art

willing, remove this cup-from Me; yet not My will, but Thine be
donel" (Luke 22:42) We, too, pray for the will of the Father. The
will of the Father is contained in the Holy Seriptures. Thersfore,
we pray for only what God has pfémised us in His Word.

This is not a limitation to our prayer iife, but a tremendous
source of confidence. Will God give us all we need %o live for

Him? You better believe it! We are no longer our own, but children

~0of God. He has promised all we need if we seek Him earnestly. "But

seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; snd all these things
shall be added to you." (Matthew 6:33) But you must seé the pfomise_
of "all these things" is preceeded by seeking God and His perfect
will in sincerity and truth. James said, "You ask and do not re-
celve, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend
it on your pleasures.” (James 4:3)
‘ Pray for the salvation of many, especially those you love.
Ask that God will give you confidence to share His Gospel. Pray
that your life style may refleect the Christianity you confess.
Pray for your Brothers and Sisters in Christ, your Pastor, the
government, your family, and others.
Do not neglect to offer up sincere thanks and praise fo Gods
God is not a servant to whom wé thoughtlessly rattle off our reguests.
If we were to spend all of eternity offering Him thanks we would
e
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never match the love He shows us. Don't think your thanks butter
God up to answer your prayers. He knows the thoughts of your heart.
Just be appreciative of what He has done for you.

We can get a wonderful idea of what to pray for by looking at
the prayers of men in the Bible. Read the prayers of Jacob - Genesis
32:9-12, Moses - Exodus 34:9, sbout Elijah - James 5:17-18, Solomon —
I Kings 8:22-53, David -~ Psalm 51, and Jesus — Matthew 6:5-15,
26:39-42, and John 17. Also read the prayers of the early church
in persucution — Acts 4:24-30, and of Paul - Ephesians 1:15-19,

Why is it so important for followers of Jesus Christ to be
people of prayer? Firstly, we have become new people. "Therefore
if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
passed away; behold, new things have come.” (II Cor 5:17) Our
life is now to be lived to give glory to our God who has made us
alive in Him, We must, therefore, acknowledge Him and communic&te
with Him in earnest prayer. Not only does He desire us to, but
we are blessed as we do. We have s loving and sovereign God who
desires that we live to the praise of His giofy. "Ask, and it
shall be given to you; seek, and you shall findj; knock, and it
shell be opened to you. For every one who asks receives, and he
who seeks finds, and te him who knocks it shall be opened.  Or
what man is there among you, when his son shall ask him for a loaf,
will give him a stone? Or if he shall ask for a fish, he will give
him a snaké, will he? If you then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father who is
in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!" (Matt 7:7-11)

Secondly, we receive strength in prayer to be a good soldier
of thelcross. The Lord has drawn us to Himself to actively serve
Him by furthering His gospel. We are engaged in a serious battle
against‘fhe forces of sim and death. TWe have received our victory
upon Celvary's cross, but we fight for the sske of others. Paul
tells us thig in the sixth chapter of Ephesiana. "Put on the full
armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes
of the devil," (Ephesians 6:11) An important pert of this armor is

~prayer. "Hith all prayer and petition pray at 211 times in the
Spirit, and with this in wview, be on the alert with all persever-
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ance and petition for all the saints." (Ephesians 6:18) We are
weak and helpless in ourselves. Yet, in the Lord, we can receive.
strength and power, the power that crushed the devil on the cross,
So we pray for strength to live for God because in ocurselves we
don't have such strength. _

Third, and lastly, we prey because prayer is a tremendous
source of comfori. Praver is an act of submission to the superior
power and wisdom of God. We are saying, "Lord, I can't handle this.
Please help." TWe are comforted in being reminded that time and
time agzin He has helped us. We remember that the Bible says if
we trust Jesus He will come to our aid in every time of need. Hven
if we can't "feel” the Lord's presence, we know He is with us be-
cause the Bible tells us so. Jesus gaid, "I will not leave you as
orphans; I will come to yoﬁ*“ (FJohn 14:18) So as we pray we remem-—
ber the Lord is God; that He made all the universe in a word, and
that He will come %o our aid.

The Lord Jesus prayed when He needed the strength and comfort
of His Father. In that derk hour in Gethsemane, just hours before
Hé was slain, He received the blessed assurance that His Father
was right with Him. “And-He withdrew-f%am them about a stone's
throw, and He knelt down and begsn to pray, saying, 'Father, if
Thou art willing, remove this cup from We; yet not My will, but
Thine be done.' Tow an angel from heaven appeared to Him, strength-
ening Him." (Luke 22:41-43) We, too, need this strength to live
for Jesus. As we pray for God's will to be done He prepares us to
accept His will. Why should we pray? Because we really need the
strength, comfort, and assurance of our Heavenly Father,

When should we pray? "Pray without ceasing." (I Thess. 5:17)
We should have this constant communication and response to God.
This is hard.to achieve. So often our mind is filled with worldly,
sinful thoughts that are not honoring to God.  Yet, Paul's command
means constant prayer certainly must be possible.

How much we want something is measured by how earnestly we
pray for it. The merits of constant prayer are shown in the life
of Paul. He was truly one of the greatest servants of the Lord.

In fact, all of the "great" men in the Scriptures were fervent in
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pPrayer, includiné our dear Lord Jesus., _

Strive to speak to the Lord very very often. As a practical
Suggestion, sﬁend at least once every day in serious Prayer. Set
aside a speciesl time daily when you can fall to your knees and
pour your heart out to the Lord. It is vitally important to your
spirituél life that you have such a prayer time at least onée a
day, as well as your short prayers throughout the-day; The effec—
tiveness of your ministry for the Lord can be measured by the time
you spend on your knees in prayer.

Where should you pray? It is important to remember that prayer
is worshipping the Lord. Prayer is not to be a show of spirituality
to men. "But you, when you pray, go into your inner room and when
you have shut the door, pray to your Father who is in secret, and
your Father who sees in secret will repay you." (Matt 6:6) Jesus
meant this liferally. Go in to a private, quiet place, when you
can, t0 DPray.

Today, it is becoming increasingly difficult to readily find
a guiet place. Often times the situation will necessitate praying
in public. However, this, too, must be a secret prayer. Not that
you are to be ashamed of your Lérd, but that you won'%t appear hypo-
critical. In the restaurant, guietly bow your head and praise CGod
for what His hand has given you. We must be thankful to the Lord
even when "people are around". Pray in all places with the prin—
ciple of Matthew 6:6., When you do Dray among men, either out loud
or quietly, make sure your prayer is entirelyidirected to the Lord.
If you want to tell someone something don't try to sneak it to them
in a prayer, just tell them,

So, believer, you see there is much to learn about prayer.

In fact; what I have given you just scratches the surface of prayer.
Yet, one final gquestion remains. How do we pray? Not, how in the
sence of method, but in principles of proper prayer. There are
basic scriptural ideas of how we should pray.

"You ask and do not receive, beczuse you ask with wrong motives,
so that you may spend it on your pleasurés.“ (James 4:3) You must
pray with correct motives. Reslly examine the motive behind each

petition you offer up to God. Because God not only hears the words,
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but looks to the hesrt., When we think God does not answer our
prayers, it might be because we ask with wrong motives. :

"I ghell pray with the spirit and I shall pray with the mlnd
also.”" (I Cor 14:15) You must pray in intelligence. This does
not mean to figure out the best way out of a situation and pray
for that. You must pray with a knowledge of the Bible. Make
sure your prayers don'it contradict the scriptures. Don't hesitate
to quote the Bible in prayer, if it is in the proper comtext to
the situation you're in. To pray with your mind is fo pray in
harmony with the Scriptures,

We have seen how the Lord Jesus prayed that His Father's will
might be done. This is a basic principle of how we should pray
also. Remember the reason you pray is because you believé God's
intelligence is superior to yours.

"Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about
anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father
who is in heaven." (Matt 18:19) Pray with others in both mind and
body. Take the opportunity to pray when you are with a Christian
brother or sister. Yet, when you are alone pray with them as well,
in 6ne mind. Your preyers should be in harmony with the brethren.
This teaching also stresses the importance of showing love to
others., TYou are just fooling yourself if you belive you have a
good preyer life and you hate your brother.

"And forgive us our debts, as we also have forglven our debt~-
ors." (Matt 6:12) This is a petition in the prayer that Jesus
taught His disciples to pray. We are not forgiven because we for-
give others. Ohly the blood of Christ can wash us clean. Yet,
we must remember that our love for the Lord is no moie than the
love we have for our fellow mén¢ who are created in God's image.
Therefore, we must pray in a forgiving spirit.

Jesus taught that we must pray in humility. This is closely
related to having a forgiving spirit. We must be humble among men
and especially before the lLord. ch is not compelled to give us
anything because we mumble a few prayers. He gives us gifts be—
cause He loves us very much. Remember the undeserved love (God has
for you when you approach Him in prayer.
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"But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one
who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the
wind. For let not that man expect that he will ieceive anything
from the Lord." (James 1:6-7) Be confident when you sincereiy ask
of God. If you don't really believe He will answer your prayers,
He won't.

| A word must be spoken concerning the Lord's answers to prayer.
Every prayer of the believer asked in faith is answered. The ans—
wer s either '"yes', tno', or "wait". If what you ask Ffor comes to
‘pass that is a "yes! answer. A "no" answer is just that God's
infinite wisdon does not agree with your feeble mind. Remember,
that becasuse you are in Christ, what happens in and to your 1ife
.is the best thing that could happen to you. Paul promised, "And
we know that God causes all things to work together for good to
those who love-God, to those who are called accerding to His pur—
pose.” (Romans 8:28) Sometimes the Lord does exactly what we ask
Him to, but in His timing and not ours. This is what constitutes
a "weit" answer. OSo God answers all of our prayers, right away,
for us.

We pray to the Father in Jesus' name. We pray for what He
has promised in Seripture. We pray because we need the Lord. We
pray at all times. We pray to the Lord and not to men. Alsc, we
pray to the Lord in confidence. We come in confidence to the mercy

seat of God because of Jesus. He has taken the wrath of God for
us on the cross and given us eternal peace with Goed. Now, as chil-
dren of God in Christ, the Father freely gives us every good gift.
"Pray without ceasing." (I Thess 5:17) |
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GHRISTIAN COMMITMENT

We come, dear friend, to a subject of tremendous importance:
to your walk with the lLord Jesus. I have repeatedly stressed that
oui forgiveness for sinm was accomplished by our Lord Jesus Christ
on Calvary's crosse. Our salvation is a gift, but it did not come
cheaply. The psyment for sin's penalty was the broken body of our
Saviour. We were once so dead in sin that we didn't even rezlize
our conditioh, Then the Holy Spirit smashed our hardened hearts
and we saw the glory that God revealed on the cross. Praise be to
God!

The Holy Spirit applies the love our Risen lLord has for us
through a knowledge of the Bible. The Seriptures instruct us in
the necessary commitments of the Christian 1ife. The word of God
commands us to comnit ouxr entire life to0 the hands of Jesus. Some‘;f
these commitments are to read God's word, repent from sin, be fer— -
vent in prayer, and tell of God!'s salvation. God uses these mezans
to teach us, correct us, and show us His love. But we must see
that the lLord zsks for everything we own, desire, and are. Jesus
said, "Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me can—
not be my disciple." (Iuke 14:27) This is the commeand of Christ we
turn our attention to now. If your leve for Jesus does not drive
you to publicly commit yourself to Him then He says you are not
worthy to c¢all yourself a Christian.

Paul said, "I urge you therefore, brethreny by the mercies of

God, to present youxr bodies a 1iving and holy sacrifice, acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual service of worship." (Romzns 12:1)
Teday the trend in meny Christien circles is to be a "lone wolf"
Christian. Do you go to Church? "No, I hate religion. Me and a
bunch of kide have a Bible study every Friday night." Do you gé

to Church? "Sure," TWhere? "Well T go to several different ones.
I sort of move around.” Do you go to Church? "Ne. I find the
Lord in nature. I see the wonder of creation snd worship." This
carefree attitude toward Church hardly seems to be an effort to be
"living sacrifices” for Christ. To be a living sacrifice one must
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truly strive to keep the commands of the Bible, Oné-command many
neglect today is commitment to a fellowship of believers. The
writer of Hebrews says, "and let us consider how %o stimulate one

another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling

together, as is the habit of some, but encoursging one another,
and all the more as you see the day drawing near." (Hebrews 10:24-25)
It is through and in a biblical Church that your commitment to
Jesus Christ is made.

A ‘biblical Church is a fellowship of believers. It is a place
to go and worship God through singing hymns of praise to Him. It
is where the Word of God is read and spplied to our lives by a
Preacher. It is a place where we join in prayer and ask for Cod's
meicy through Christ. We are commanded to join and become a vital
part of such a group. Christians are not a group of self-sufficient
hermits. We are a band of brothers and sisters who are dependent
upon each other for a joyous and fruitful 1ife. That is why Christ
stressed public confession of faith. "Everyone therefore who shall
confess Me before men, I also will confess him before My Father who
is in heaven. But whoever shall deny Me before men, I also will
- deny him before My Father who is in heaven." (Matthew 10:32—33):

Notice Jesus offers words of comfort and words of warning.
He says that the eternal 1ife He won for you on thé cross will be
yours through public confession. Christ himself will be your ad-
vocate before the Father. Are you willing to receive’thése'beneﬁits?
If so, you must submit to the obligations of Christian living.
Cﬁrist must mean so much to you that you'll tell all the world you
love Him. This is rather difficult. Notice, however, if you are
not willing or ready to do so, God's condemﬁaiion awaits you. That
is what mskes real commitment so very imporisnt to you. Paul tells
Timothy, "If we endure, we shall also reign with Him; If we deny
Him, He also will deny us." (IT Timothy 2:12) '

The New Testament worship was conducted in homes. Feople
would gather to seek the lord and praise Him. The spostles began
to hold the Sabbath on Sundey in commemoration of the Resurrection,
On Sunday we should bresk our normal routine,’' We should gather %o
worship God and serve other believers. A Church is not a big build-
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ing, a stained glass window, robes, hymnals, and candles., It is
a group of peoplé who love and confess s lively faith in Jesus
Christ- A Ghurch is like a spiritual hospital where we can g0 to
be refreshed and strengthened for another week of service.

What do we look for in a Church today? Nany look for a

" besutiful building, beautiful people, an eloguent preacher, high

society programs or a prospective dsate. I hope these are not your
reasons for going to Church. A good Church honors the Word of God.
The Bible is the final authority for =all Ghurch matters. ‘It is
where the kéy beliefs of the faith are explained - the deity of
Christ and Salvation by grace through faith, The name of Christ
should ‘be honored in Church through every activity that is held.
There must be a genuine concern for the Saint and the sinner. The
simple gospel message must be proclaimed in and carried From the
Church so that people will hear of Jesus. The needs of the members
must be the eoncern of 2ll. A congregation that is lacking in
any of these arecas does not deserve a minute of your time or a
dime of your labors. Find an assembly that you are eager to commit
yourself to. "Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot
be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an
acceptable service with reverence and awej for our God is a consum-
ing fire." (Hebrews 12:28-29)

It is through and in a biblical Church that our commitment
to Jesus Christ is made. There are three key ways your commit-—
ment must be made. The first refers to your submission to the
Holy Scriptures as the only authority for faith and practice. You
muat find a Church that honors the Bible.

Secondly, you must publicly confess a sincere faith in Christ.
Baul said, "that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall
be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteous-
ness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation."
(Romans 10:9-10) Jesus instituted the sacrament of water baptism
as a means of confession. Baptism is not a recommendation but a
command to the believer. To be baptized meazns to be joined to
Christ. We ére spiritually baptized to Christ by the Holy Spirit
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who mzkes us born again, We are called to make our stand for
Christ publicly through water bagtism.as a sign of our inward
faith. As you grow in Christ your baptism will become more and
more meaningful. Esﬁecially as yoﬁ;pértake of the other sacrement
of the faith - The Lord's Supper. Communion is only for the be-
liever who has been baptized and publicly confessed faith in
Christ.

Confession is a big step and must be accomplished with mueh
prayer. It involves a complete change of lifestyle and attitude.
You will no longer be your own but Christ's. And what a wonderful
ihought that is. After your stand, stay close to Him.. The world
waits to make you étumble and the Devil strives to make yoﬁ gin,
But Jesus promised, "These things I have spoken to you, that in
Me you may have peaée. In the world you have tribulation, but
tzke courage; I have overcome the world." (John 16:33)

Thirdly, you are to commit yourself to the Fellowship of
Believers at the Church you Jjoin. This is-not a cholce to be made
lightly. The Christian life is a tough énd serious battle with
eternal conseguences. The grim reality of Our Lord's death shows
us this. But His Resurrection comforts us and proves the reality
of His living presence watching and reigning over us. If you make
this step you will be expected to attend the services of the Church.
You must Iisten to the sermon, pray, read the Scriptures, sing,
and worship the Lord. There is no profit in being under the in-
struction of a Preacher who does not honor the Word of God. If
you want to hear a philosopher, be a Unitarisn, a Jehovah's Witness,
or a Christiasn Scientist. If you are interested in socisl programs
be a Mormon. But friend, I urge you to flee form such assemblies.
For those who have defiled the Scriptures, as they have, will burn
in hell. BSit under the simple gospel preacher who lives, loves,
and expounds the Word of God — and nothing else,

You are to mske a commitment to serve others. YOn the first
day of every week let each one of you put aside and save, as he
may prosper, thet no collection be made when I come.™ (T cor 16:2)
Give first to the Lord the best portion of all you receive. Yet,
God wants more than your money. You are to be a missionary for
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SHARING YCUR FAITH

~ Christians are like beggars who have found bread - the Bresa
of Life. Our Lord Jesus Christ is our Bread of Life. Our search
for the peace and pardon of God has ended at His cross,. But thou-
sands of poor souls have yet to receive His 5avimg gr=sce, What
about those poor burdened sinners who have not found forgiveness
thfough the blood of our lord”Y Dezr Christian, we must not covet

Do not neglect

the grace that God has given us. The Bible gays, "
to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are
plessing to God. (Hebrews 13:16)

God desires that we share the gospei of Jesus Christ. ¥e
must realize that there are some who we desrly love who are in
serious eternal dsnger becsuse they aie-under God's condemnation.
Our friends, our family, and even our enemies need to hear of the
wonderful grrce of Jesus. [fay (God remirnd us that we ourselves
would be on the way to hell if someone hsd not cared for us enough
to tell us the story of the cross. I would like to share three rees-
sons why we shere our faith end some methods that might help ug do so.

The most importsnt reason we hesve for sharing our faith with

others is that God commands us to do it. The Psalmist records,
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"Sing to the Lord, bless his names; tell of his salvetion from day
to day." (Psalm 96:2) Our daily Christian task is to tell of (od's
wonderful salvastion. As followers of Christ we must be aubmiséive
and obedient to the commands of the Word of God. A very important
part of the service God has called us to is shering His gospel.
Notice from the verse above the Jjoy of this service. “Sing
to the Lord, bless his name." iWe are not sharing z dreadful dise
erse or some kind of bad news, but the love of our great God. When
we have the sweet melody of our szlvetion in our hearts and minds
it will neturaelly flow from our lips. When you talk of Jesus, you
should be spezking of the most wonderfullperson in your life, Hhen
you spesk of the Salv-tion He accomplished on the cross, 1t 1s a
jovous and triumphant message. The Creator of the universe once
sulfered to psay the penalty of your sinl! Nay God zlve us grace
-



:to appreciate His Wondqrfﬁl love. There is no room for 'a longz—
face or sullen spirit when we speak of the Saviour. Isn't it
wonderful how God's comrands are often the things that are most
beneficial to us. "Sing to the Lord, bless his names téll of his
salvation from day to day." {Psalm 96:2)

This lezds directly to my second reasson for sharing the gos—

pel. Our greatest real joy as Christians comes in pleasing the

Father by doing His will., I am not refering to a temporal, worldly

joy but an eternal, satisfying joy. David knew this wonderful
joy. "I delight to do thy will, O my God thy law is within my
heart.” (Psalm 40:8) The joy that came to you when the Holy Spiwrit
opened the eyes of your heari and showed you the crucified one can
be continued. A true joy comes through a sincere';ffbrt to turn :
from sin and serve God. Jesus Christ's greatest joy was doing the
will of His Father. Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemazkers, for
they shall be called sons of God." (Matthew 5:9) The word Jesus -
uses for "Blessed" in thees Beatitudes (blessed sayings, listed in
.Natthaw, Chapter 5) is the same as our Word for "Happy'. So thai
mesns those who sh Te the gospel, that is what a peacemaker 1s,

are really happy! '

When you are filled with jdy'because of what Jesus has done
for you, youZShould find ‘it easier to talk to others about Him.

If this is not true for you, ask God to show you the wonderful
love He has for you through reading His Word. You may not yet
have-experienced a joy through service, but this does not mean the
commgnd to serve was not issued to you. "But may all who seek
thee rejoice and be glad in thee; may those who love thy salvation
say continually, 'Great is the Lerd!" (Psalm 40:16)

The third reason for us to tell of God's salvation conveys
the most urgency. Paul records, "For the wages of sin is death,"
(Romans 6:23) The word of God has issued this warning to all of
mankind. God's word says that all of us stand guilty before a

holy God in our own rightedusness. This is the sad part of sharing

the gospel. Tt is that those whose hearts remain hardened in sin

will be condemned. This grim reality should give us a sense of

urgency to tell of God's salvation. Who knows when life will end
a0 T



for our loved ones. For a Christian, desth is the beginning of
the fullness of.life. For an uhbeliever; death isﬂthe=beginﬁing
of eternsl Hell. ' Brothers and sisters, these depressing thoughts
are-mot my threats, but the t¥uth of the.Word of God. .

Paul writes to the Church in Rome, "But how are men to call
upon him_in whom they have not believed? And how are they to be~
lieve in him of whom they h&eve never heard? And how are they to -
hear without a preacher? (Romans 10:14) This verse does not only
apply to Pastors and missionaries. It is for you and me. Sinful
man stands guilty before a just and holy God. We must warn others
of their impending doom and share with them the love of God that
we have heard of and experiencéd;‘ Will you depend upon the extra
spiritual people at church to do this? Do you think surely, some—
how, your friends will hear of Jesus without you having to bother?
Well, stop such selfish and sinful thinking. Did the person who
shared with you the gospel think so little of you? We must pray
that God would give us resl compassion for the lost. Our Lord
wept over Jeruéalgm gaying, "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that
kills the prophets and stones those sent to her!{ How often I want-—
ed to gather your children together, just as a hen gathers her
brood under her wings, and you would not have iti" (luke 13:34)

So you see, friends, we share the gospel because God commands
us to, because we experience real joy in responding to the command,
and because those who don't know Christ will perish in sin.

We must now consider the message that we tell the world. The
way that God accomplished our salvation was on the cross. The
second part of Romans 6:23 explains what we should talk about.

"For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal

life in Ch:ist Jesus our Lord." We must share with all people

the message of the person and work of Jesus.

There are many things about Jesus we can share with a non-—
Christisn. We can tell them how happy we get when we meet with
other Christians in fellowship. We can tell them how Jesus will
someday return to earth in power and glory. There are many current
authors who believe the day of His return is near. We can get
into an argument with our friends about the proper religion. These
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methods of talking about Jesus have some merit, but the most
éffective method_is the'simpie:gospél message. 'BécaMSe_happinesS'
is only‘a byﬁ@ro&uét'of salvetion. (od is not calling ﬁs o=
care-free, light relationship with Jesus. But He is calling us
to repent anid’ be forgiven through'the'crbss of Christ. As Chris—
tiahs, we should anxiously await the refurn of our Lord. However,
He will be returning to éétabiish His Kingdom with those whose
salvation He accomplished during His Pirst coming. It is also
importsnt for us to stand firm for what the Word of God tesches,
yet religions will not save man. Salvation is the gift of our
Tord. :

_So when the strength of God gives us boldness to share with
our fTriends, we must tell them the gospel. Paul said, "For I am

not ashemed of the go spgl, it is the power of God for salvation

to every one who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the

Greek."” (Romans 1:16) This scripture teaches the absolute necessity

of the sospel message for God to give salvation. Alllof our
efforts must begin by realizing the absolute necessity of this
gospel message. God does the work of salvastion from beginning to
ende

This is the plan of the Godhesd to give salvation to the lost.
The Father is the architect of salvation. He.designed the means
of séJVation and wrote the names of 21l believers in the Lamb's
Book of Life before the foundation of the earth. His Son, Jesus
Christ, accomplished our salvation two thousand years ago by be-
coming a man and dying for us on a cross. The Hoiy Spirit comes
+0 us when we are desd in our sin and gives us faith to come alive
in Christ. We are made to see the enormity of our sin and how
Christ has paid our penslty on the cross.

Our " part in this tremendous plan is to share the gospel. The
Holy Spirit works through the proclamation of the gﬂspél meSSage.
That is what Panl referred to when he said, "The gospel is the
power of CQod for salv:tion.” So you see here the remarkable way
God works? He has done everything necessary to save sinful man,
411 of the members df the Trinity become involved in the work of
salvation. TYet, God says the power of the application of this
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love to the humen heart is relessed as E5 sharé the gospel.: "So

faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”

(Romens 10:17) Pailure to share the gospel in the 1ioht of this

fact is a very terrible thing. (However, we are never responsible
for the condemnation of another, Those who perish do so because

of their unfargiven'disobedience against the Lord God.)  Neverthe-

less, we must not neglect the fact that we have been made the in-

struments of God's peece, we are the peacemakers,

We now need a brief ‘explanation of what the gospel message
is. The four New Testament books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
are often called the four gospels. Yet, the gospel I am referring
to. A8 the special message that is revesled within the Bible. This
gospel is the good news about Jesus, especially these four impor—
tant points:

1) The gospel is a message about the character of God. We
must tell people that God is the Creator of the universe. Cod is
the one.and'only_divina power in the universe. He never was born
and never will die. He is a perfect God, perfectly good, perfectly
loving, and perfectly just. He demands that we, His creation, be
perfect and blameless in His sight.

2) The gospel is a message about sin. The truth is that ye
are not perfect and blameless in God's sight; we never have been
and never will be. We are sinners and God's punishment for sih
is eternsl Hell. 3in is a direct wiolation of His character, a
slap in His face. When we bresk God's laws we zre openly defying
Him and His holiness.

3) The gospel is a message about Jesus Christ. First, Jesus
Christ is fully God and fully msn. He is the Son of God, the
second member of +the Trinity, who has become z man. Somehow that
baby in Bethlehem was God who had taken the form of a man. "For
a child will be born to us, a son will be given usj; and the govern—
ment ﬁill rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Won-
derful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace."
(Isaish 9:6) Second, Jesus Christ never committed sin or disobed-
ience against His Father. This life 6f complete perfection was

for us. He lived as we will never live, as our Representative.
Al



"He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him." (II Cor 5:21)
Third, Jesus Christ paid the just penalty of sin through His
death on the oross. He hung and bled end died for those the =
Father ﬁéd chosen from all eternity., "For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish, but have eternal life." (John 3}16) Fourth,
Jesus Christ rose from the dead after lying dead for three days.
"He who was delivered up becsuse of our transgressions, and was
raised because of our'justification.” (Romans 4:25) The resur—
rection proﬁes that Christ's promises aré true. He is now a living
Saviour who rules over all and will someday return to earth.
These four points outline the message of the gospel -~ the person
and work of Christ., This is what we must tell people about God.
There are many things we could say, but this is what Gdd commands
We say.

4) TThe gospel is a call to faith and repentance. We must
call people to believe and fully trust in Christ's saving work.
We must command people to put no trust in their own efforts to
please God. We must also call men to turn from sin, repent, and
obey the Lord Jesus. Paul summarized his ministry in Ephesus by
saying, "How I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that
was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house %o house,

solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward

God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ." (Acts 20:20-21)

I have given you three reasons to share the gospel. We have
just seen what the Word of God teaches us to shsre. Now I offer
three suggested methods of sharing the gospel. Ve are witnesses
of the salvation God has brought into our lives. Since it is God
who saves, we must pray for the effectiveness of our message. As
we walk with God, His love will be upon our lips as well as our
hearts.

A testimony is an effective way to s@eak of Jesus. Tell your
friends how your life has been changed as a Christian, Tell them
of the wonderful love thet God displayed for you on the cross. Be
a testimony to &ll you meet in deed as well as word. Surely they
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will pose questlons you cannot 1mmed1ately answer. But you do
not need to be a Bible answer man to share the gospel. Our know—
ledge of the Word of God will not_glve us a better gospel. Do
not be afraid to admit thot there are some answers you don't have,
But remember the words of Peter, "But sanctify Christ as Lord in
your hearts, alvays being ready to make a defense to every one
who asks you to give an sccount for the hope that is in you, vet
with gentleness and reverence." (I Peter 3:15)

-Secondly, prayer is a important part of sharing the gospel,

We must ask God fo# opportunities, situations, and a good time %o

share, Let usreméﬁberthat God says to speak the word even when
it seems the wrong time. "I solemnly charge you in the presence
of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the words; bhe
ready in season and out of seéson; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with
grezt patience and instruction.” (II Timothy 4:1-2) We should
especially pray thet God would give'us bol&ness and confidence in
His word. Ask Him to show you that it is His power that saves.
Pray that youw would motibe lhsy and Blothful in ths task that He
has given you.r Jesus said, "And he who does not take his cross
and follow after Me is not worthy of WNe." (Matthew 10:38) MNost
importantly we must pray for the effectiveness of our gospel. We
must be so concerned for those we spesk to that we fall to our
knees in fervent prayer for them. The gospel message must not be
merely rattled off methodically %o others. Ie must show a true
concern by coupling our efforts with Cod's Power through prayer.
The third suggestion for sharing the gospel involves our per—

sonal relationship to God. It will be easier and more natural for

us to share God's love with others as we know Him better. When
our thoughts are godly, then our words will be alsoc. Jesus becomes
2 closer friend as we learn more of Him through the Bible. Your
testimony will be more effective when it is backed-up by Christian
conduct. In short, if your own life is controlled by God's love,
the gospel of Jesus Christ will be your dearest love. Paul is 5
good example of this, "But may it never be that I should hoast,
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the
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HOW T0 ENJOY WORSHIP

The Scriptures instruct us that Christian committment is very

\
N . important. We must cémmit ourselves to a gospel preaching church.
| : Have you been to the morning worship service lately? Was it a
Jjoyous, profitabie, and enjoyable service? Unfortunately, many
‘ people do not enjoy Worship services. Therefore, we mustrknaw

how to enjoy worshipping the Lord.
There are three categories of Christians who don't enjoy wor—
ship. First, there is the new Christian with no church background
who finds a service straﬁgﬁly unfamiliar. Second, é new Christisn
who spent many yesars in church before conversion, never exﬁeriencing
or understanding what worship is. Thir&, there are those who -
would rather go to an informal service.

The ybuth movement of Christianity falls largely into the
third group. Hény young people have heard the gospel through a
contemporary method of evangelism, The Lord has done 2 great work
-through'infarmal gatherings of Christians. However, young Chris-
tians can piofit immeasurably through formal ﬁorship after they
can begin to enjoy it.

There is often a sharp contrast between formal and informal

worship. - Christians gather informally on the floor, sing popular

B songs accompanied by an acoustic guitar, pray conversationaliy,

and enjoy themselves. Christians gather formally in wooden pews,

| : sing unfamiliar, old songs accompanied by ap organ, and feel un-

" comfortable as the offering plate apvroaches. However, I believe
formal worship is useful to the modern Christian. The problem is
understanding snd enjoying a formal worship service. To do this
a Christian must be converted, be prepared, and be involved in

\ a worship service. .

To worship God is to honor, love, and adore Him. Only a

E Christian can show such a high level of love for God. It is vital

E to be converted, and know it, to enjoy worship. "These things I

have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in

order that you may know that you have eternal life." (I Jn 5:13)
=3



The unbeliever stands in waiting God's judgement of sin.

Yet, the Christisn has passed from death unto new life. Of'éourse,
there are unbelievers who go 1o church. Thare-will always be
phony,christians on earth., However, only a true Christian can be
‘eternally blessed from worshipping God.

: As a Christién, you must stand in firm confi&ence.bf your
.salvation. You'll never worship God as "Abba, Father" until you
know you're going to heaven. Por Scripture on our confidence in
Christ, Tead the eighth chapter of Paul's letter to the Romans.

Christiaﬁs‘muet be ﬁrepared to enjoy worshipping the Lord.
There are five ways to be prepared. Firéf,-you should be in bed
by midﬁight Saturday. This is the hour the Lord's Day begins; The
Lord's Day does not begin when the service starts on Sunday mornings
If your Saturday night activities prevent you from being fully
rested to worship Ged, then forget them, or him, or her. Jesus
said, 150 therefore, no one of you can be My diseciple!/ who does not
give up all his own possessions.” (Mark 14:33) Nothing should be
more important to you than WOIShipping'the Lord.

Secondly, you should have a guiet time of devotion early Sunday
morning. Such a guiet time is vitel every morning and especially
Sunday. Don'i just zoll out of bed ‘and snesk into the last pew
after the invocation.  That is like coming from a spiritual desert
to enjoy rivers of living water. You'll get sick. Worship in-
volves sharing the Lord with your brothers and sisters in Christ,
Read the Scripture Sunday morning to have'something to share es—
pecially on Sundsy. You should see no man's face each day before
you see the Lord's.

Thirdly, meditate during the prelude. Be sure you don't
spend the time immediately before the service talking about the
weather. Ask the lord to teach and bless you. Read the portion
of Scripture the message will be given from. Use the moments be-
fore the service wisely.

Fourthly, don't ‘expect a "show". A church is not a theatre
where the Preacher "does his thing". You must not sit back and
expect 1o be entertained. Don't try to be lulied to sleep, but to
be strengthened. You, friend, are to participate in the worship
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service. : . .

Lastly, determlne to concentrate. Don't get too confortable,
Strain to comnrehend the meaning of the message and how it abplies
to Jou. Remember that God's word is the very word of life.  The
measure of a good mlnlsﬁer of the lTord is not eloquence and dra~

matics, but wisdom in and knowledge of the Seriptures.

To engqy worshlp,_a Ghrlstian must be 1nvolveﬁ in the S2ervice.
Sing the hymns as unto the Lord., "I will sing of the lovingklnd_
negs of the Lord fbfever~ to all generatlons T will make known

Thy faithfulness with my mouth., (Psalm 89: :1) Understand the
- words of the songs. You'll find that singing to the Lord is one
of the highest foxms of true worship.

Be in%rolved in the prayers of the service, Apply the words
and thoughts to your own heart as you direct them to God. If your
church uses a praye: book, be careful of the prayer's becoming
meaningless repition. Pour out your preise to God. Direct the
words to Him yourself, i . :

Be involved in the offering to the Lord. You can give the
Lord a wonderful offering that doesn't cost a thing - yburselfu
God wants us to tithe a portion of all we earn, as well as ourselves,
"I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present
Zour'bcdies a living and hoiy .Bacrif{ce,'acceptable to God, which
is your spiritual service of worship." (Romans 12:1) Give your—
gelf entirely to God and His kingdom.

Take your own Bible to church. Have it handy to mark or um
derline a passage of Scripture you want to study at home, Jot
down the key thoughts and verses of +the sermon for personal “study.
Our worship service should be the six days between Sundays.,

Be persbnally involved during the sermon. Think shout how
the Word applies to you. Don't worry about how good the topic is
for your neighbor. 'Let God, throﬁph His Word and servant,-speak 1o
you. How will the message make you a better Christian? What areas
of your life do you need to change? To whom should you be recon-
ciled in love?

A worship service is ‘a wonderful thing. Pray that the ILord
will help you to enjoy and profit from it, Be prepsred and in-

36



ce. Sanﬂ upon the
e that

Jesus Christ has died and risen again Pl

ive us a reason to W

g, and now is, when the



INDWELLING SIN

- Very shortly after your conversion you will be faced with a

sobering realization - even Christians sin. In fact, those that

.

Bible emphetically

heave been forgiven continue to sin veryv much. The
teaches that this is true. "If we sav that we hzve no sin, ve are
deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us." (I John 1:8)
This mey seem to you a truth that need not be mentioned. But we,
as the people of God, have sn obligation to inform the world that
we believe we are '"not perfect, just forgiven". MNany non-Christians
believe Christisns are perfect and consequently are shocked to find
out otherwise., The issue at hénd, however, is not that we are still
sinners, but to see how God works in vs, for us, and throurh us to
"out to death aur esrthly nature,”

¥e who hnve exverienced the fargiveﬂeﬁs of our sing by our
Lord Jesus Christ grieve Hinm and His Spirit by our gin. It is sad
to think that we still commit the same acts that nziled tre lord
to the c¢cross. [for this resson, let us offer praise to our Lord
Jesus that He would suffer to pay the penalty of our sins - past,
present, and future. Again and sgain we are invited to return to
the fountesin of henlihg grace that flows from His precious bleeding

side.

We sin as Christians becruse sin remains in us, even though

we have been born again. This sin that remains in us is cailed
"indwelling sin", Indwelling sin is what remains . of our old sin-
~ful n=zture, the old man. By the mighty power of Christ Jegus this
"old man" 1is =2 défeated'and doomed men. Sin no longer hass control-
ling power over us, yet it has power in us, ¥We need to be informed
about this o0ld sinful nsture that resides in us, to seek God's
grzce 1n subdulng this nature now, and to h:ve confidence that God
will somedsy completely remove this nature from us.

Before our conversion, we were controlled by this nature of sin.
Jin was not our old nature, sin was our only nazture. In fact, all
men are separated from God and unable to come to Him from birth.
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This is ﬁecﬁuse of the sin of our representative, Adsm, in the
Garden of Fden. TWhen Adam disobeyed God by e=ztinge the forbidden
fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good aznd evil, all creation
was brought under God's condemnation. This is called the doctrine
of original sin. Adam revresented us before God as a politiczal
legislator would revresent his condtituents. Eﬁny'have sinfully
and foolishly cursed God for punishing the creation because of
Adem's sin. Yet, the Crestor has never suggested or permiﬁteﬁ-the
crestion the option of critimizing.ﬂim. Cur infinitely wise and
loving God hrs said, "For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
$0 ore vy wmys'highﬁr than your ways, and Iy thoughts thean your
thoughte." (Isaiah 55:9) Paul teaches us here the extent of the
bunishmert for Adsm's sin, "Therefore, juﬁt as through one men sin
entered into the world, and desth through sin, and so derth spresd
to 211 men, teacszuse all sinned," (Romans 5:12)

Now, all men are spirituszlly dead and unzble to do anything
good enough for God to save them from the penalty of their sin.
"And you were dead in vour trespasses and sins." (Viphesians 2:1)
Instead of seeking to plesse God, non-Christiszns are chiidren of
the devil and under his controls they are slaves to sin. Paul

continues in Ephesions 2, "in which vou formerly walked according

to the courses of this world, accordinc to the prince of the vower

of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of d3jsobe~

dience," (Ephesisns 2:2) This is very sad to ssy, but it is un—
fortunately what the Bible tezches. In I'sct, no msn is able to
plesse God. "ind those who n2re in the flesh cannot plense God."
(Romzns 8:8)

If we were left in this condition, all men would suffer the
pen%lty of their sin in hell. "Can the nthiopian change his skin
or tne lecperd his spots? Then slso you can do good who are accus—

tomed to do evil." (Jeremiah 13:23) So there is no excuse 4o offer,

no work to perform that we could offer Cod to cover fer our sin,

But God has griaciously stevped in to the gloomy picture to save
"a great multitude which no man could number.” When sll deserve
hell, God freely offers Heaven to all who would believe in Him.

ihen we were not able to say or do anything to save ourselves from
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hell God freely esnd fully met the demands of His own standards.
Jeéus tells His purpose in coming to earth, "Fof the Son of Man
has come to seek and to save that which was lost." (Luke 19:10)
He is God who beczme a man and entered in to this world of sin %o
save His people from their sins. Jesus cleared us fronm the pen-:
élty of hell by enduring oﬁr hell for us oﬁ'the.crass. We are His
sheep who have heard the voice of our (ood Shepherd and been brought
into the fold of forgiﬁenegg ahd éternal life. FPaul continues the
parallel between Adam and Christ by saying, "Por if by transgression
of the one, death reigned {hrOugh the one, much more those who re-
ceive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness will
feign,in life through the One, Jesus Christ." (Romans 5:17) Isntt
that tremendous! _

When we were given faith to believe in Christ something

happened to us immediately, outwardly. Now, as we live the Chris-

‘tian life, something is happening to us gradually, inwardly.

Outwardly, Christ's payment of our sih was added to our account
so that we could be cleared of our sin's penalty. Before we were
saﬁed, God saw us as unforgiven sinners. After we believed, we
were forgiven sinners because Christ died in our place. . The Bible
teaches "There is thereforé now no condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus."” (Romans 8:1) This outward working of salvation
that God has done for us is called Justification. We are now jus-—
tified, which means we are made right with God because of Christ's
payment of our sih's penalty. Justification is taught in this
passage of Scrivture, "For there is no distinction; for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a
gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.”
(Romans 3:22-24)

The inward workings of Salvation involve God's putting our

old nature to death, and graduslly removing sin from us. (as

Christians, our new nature, the result of our being born again,

is the perfection of Christ in us.) Before our conversion, our

old nature reigned in us and controlled us. Paul speaks of the

unconverted by saying, "In whose base the god of this world has

blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the
—=40=



light of the gospel of the glo:y of Ghrlst who is the image of
God." (IT Corinthisns 4: 4) wa, that nature has died with Christ,
Two thousand years ago, when Christ died for us, our old nature
was issued an 1rrevocab1e death sentence. BECmUSG God had chosen
us to believe, He carried out the death senteﬁce of His justice
upon our old sinful nature. We should have to d1e our own eternal
deatb, as the penalty of our s1n, But Christ's death. puts our olg
nature to death., The theological term of God working in us as His
new creation is Sanctification. There are two aspects of Santifi-
cation, initial and continuous. Tnitial sanctification inveolves
God, when we believe, settiﬁg us apart from those thzt =zre lost.
In continuous sanctification, God works in us to make us more and .
more like Christ. An illustration of these aspects of ssnctifica~
tion would be of & sculptor making a statue. Initial sanctifica~
tion would be represented‘by the sculptor going to the rock cquarry

and selecting a roughly eut block of marble, setting the block of

~marble apart from all the others. Continuous sanctifiecation is

like the sculptor working on thet block of mérble in his studio
and making a perfect statue. Paul prays here that God would sanc-—
tlfy the people from Thessalonica, "Now may the God of Peace Him-—
self sanctify you entlrely, and may your spirit snd ‘soul and body
be preserveé.complete, without bleme at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” (I Thessalonians 5:23) The end of this process is
at the Becond Coming of our Lord - Glorification. At thet time we
will be given new bodies that cannot sin but only do good. God
will make us completely perfect, as Christ is perfect. Here Paul
outlihes how God the Creator works on His new creation, "and
whom He predestined, these He also calleds and whom He called,
these He also justified; and whom He Justified, these He also
glorified.” (Romans 8:30) By this promise of glorification we
know that if our faith is in Christ, we will never lose our Sal—
vation. God patiently works in us and with us, He will never
leave us or forsske us.

Sanctification, God's working in-us to make us like Christ is
a work carried out by the Holy Spirit. He uses four main things
to sanctify us. As we engage in these, prayerfully and intelli-
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gently, the Lord,purgés us.Ifrom the old nature and mekes us like
Christ. The first and most'important is the Word of God. Jesus
prayed to our Father and asked, "Sanctify them in ‘the truths thy
word is truth." (John 17:17) In the Bible we read of God's love

for us. His statubtes in which we'should'walk are given to us in

~this love. Becezuse our obedience to Him is the response He wants

to His great love. The second means of greace is prayer. Prayer

is offering up our desires to God for things in His will, in
Jesus!' name. The other two means of grace are the two Sacraments
of the Christian faith - baptism and the Lord's Supper. Water
baptism is an outward sign of the inward baptism which is then
union to God that happens when someone is born agsein. Baptism
does nof remove sin or give Salvation. It is only for t#ue be~
lievers who want to confess that they have been born again through
a sincere faith in Christ. The Lord's Supper is a memorial supper

to proclaim Christ's death. ©On a spiritual sense we are partaking

“of the body and blood of our Lord and remembering His sufferings

for us. Therefore, we grow in grace as we read and obey the Word,
pray, =nd properly partake of the sacraments. :

The clearest Seriptural teaching of indwelling sin is in
Romans Seven.  Here the apostle Paul grieves because of His sinful
nature. He sorrows because of the siruvggle between good and evil
thzt heppens in his body. "For the good that I wish, I do not dos
but I practice the very evil that I do not wish." (Romsns 7:19)
Yet, he finds great consolation in the forgiveness he has received .
from Christ. "Wretched man that I am!  Who will set me free from
the body of this death? Thanks be to God through Christ Jesus our
TLord!" (Romans 7:24-25) We must be aware of our indwelling sin but
be confident in Christ's power to chenge us and forgive us. Faul
was aware of the power of his sin but he was zlso aware of the sur-
passing power and greatness of the grace of God.

The following three suggestions should prove helpful in your
struggle against indwelling sin, First, as you realize your sin,
praise God for His merciful and undeserved Salvetion., If your
stood by yourself you would be condemned, but you stand in the
righteousness of Christ where there is no condemnation. This
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creates genuine hﬁmility when we see that Salvation is the gift of
God from beginning to end. Real joy of salvation comes through
grief fof sin. When we are honest enough with ourselves before

God to see our sin and &t%-eﬁtent we then see it would tzke =z
great Saviour to deliver us from our sin! Praise God! Jesus is

a great Saviour, far“greater than all our sin! The agnswer 1s not
to deny your sin, that is not healthy. The answer is to praise
your Saviour. Secondly, seek strength and grace through the means
of grace mentioned'previOusly. To live the Christian life apart_
from any of these four means of grace is a dangerous spiritua; B
denial. God's great love commends our greatest effort of obedi-
ence to Him. Lastly, keep yourself pure by avoiding sin's temp-
tations, the snares of the devil, and the weaknesses of your flesh.
Paul commands us to "Abstain from every form of evil." (I!/Thess 5:22)
Pray that the all-powerful and allmsurpa551ng strength of God will
make you strong over sine.

The battle agalnst our sin is a life-long struggle. Ue must
always eheek our mothes, intentions, and feeling, We must examine
our thoughts, words and actions to see if they honor Christ. Yet,
we battle indwelling sin with confidence,.in the expectation of =
our glorifieation, and in the Resurrection power of the Lord Jesus
Christ that binds sin's control now. "God is our refuge and =

strength, a very present help in trouble.," (Psalm 46:1)
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THE LORDSHIP OF JESUS CHRIST

Christianity is not a life of rules and regulations. It is g2
life of freedom, = life of abundance, a life of enjoying:Géd,
Christ gives us the freedom to live the kind of life that pleases
‘Him. Jesus said we show our love for God as we strive to keep His
‘commandments. :

. Our walk with Christ'must'be motivated by a deep-rooted love
for Jesus. A Christien is not merely a person who prays, reads
the Bible, worships God, shares the gospel, and is Baptized. A
Christian is a person who has had a change of heart, one who has
turned to God from sin to be forgiven and adopted as God's child.,
Christian practices such as beptism and prayer are necesséry COM~—
mitments of the Christian life. However the unforgiven sinner who
does such Christian practices is as lost as any man who does not
trust in Christ's work on Calvary.

In the light of these facts we look at the Lordship of Jesus
Christ. We have studied several important practices of the Christian
life in some detail. Yet, we must keep in mind that God looks to
our héérts to see if we love Him more than He looks to how much we
put in the offering plate, Christian practices must be motivated
byr a love for Christ fo”be honoring to God. Jesus said, "If you
love Me, you will keep My commandments." (John 14:15)

Let us look to the word of God end see what the Lordship of
Jesus Christ is, how God revealed His Lordship, how His Lordship
must apply to our lives, and our motivation for honoring Christ
as lLord.

Lord, Jesus, Christ, these are three very important words that
have lost much of their meaning in today's world. The title of
Christ teaches us that Jesus is the annointed King from God. He
is the Son of God whom the Father sent to be the King and Messiah
of the people 6f God.  The name Jesus means Szviour. The mission
of the Son of God was to pay the penaity of His people's sins on
the cross, The title of Lord means that Jesus Christ is master of
life. The Scriptures refer to Jesus as Lord nearly seven hundred
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timess i¥ety.do we-reélly_think-qf Christ as Lord? Paul said,:

"If you-confess with your mouthaJesuéwasiggzg, and believe. in your
heart-that God waised Him from:-the dead, you shall be saved,”
(Romans 10:9) : T ' :

Have you made this confession with-a‘true-acknﬁwleﬁgament of
Christ. s Lord? - lord does not mean pal or buddy, good friendy ox | ¢
a-person thét you sometimes obey. ILord means boss, king, ruler, .
and the one who always must be obeyed. Fortunately for us, Jesus
is-a merciful, and loving Lord, ourﬁdearest'friend.- Yet,. too. often
we: neglect to offer Him the respect and obedience that: He deserves
and. commands. _ Hr : X _

Four hundred.years: before the birth of Christ, God consoled
the down~trodden nation of Israel with a reminder  that the Lord ...
woudd come to-His people. :'Behold, I send my messenger to prepare
the way. before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come
to his temples the messenger of the. covenant in whom: you, delight, .
behold, he is coming says the. Tord: of Hosts." (Malachi; 3:1) This
prophedy was. gloriously fulfilled as John the messenger preached
the baptism. of repentance near the Jordan River.. !The woice of one
crying in-the wildernesg, 'NMake ready the way.of'the'éggg, make , v
His paths. straight.! (Mark 1:3) -At the olose of Christ's ministry
the people of Jerusalem praised Him. as Henmkééﬁis triumphal entrys.
"saying, 'Blessed is the King who comes. in the‘ﬁ;me of the Loxdj:.
Peace:ip heaven and glory: din; the highest!*¥ (Luke 19:38) He
endured. the: cross of our sin as a punisbment for being a King.

"And they put,up above His heed the charge against Him which read,
'This is Jesus the King of the Jews.'" (Matthew 27:37). After the.
Resurreciion,. . Peter preached on Pentecost: of Christ's exaltation,.
"Therefore let: all the house of Israel know for certain that God
has made Him both Lord and Christ — this Jesus who you crucified."
(Acts 2:36) . The Apostle John saw the glory of the Saviour as King
of Kings eand Lord of Lords. - "Hallelujsh! . For the Lord our God,
the Almighty, reigns.” (Revelation 19:6) So often we forget that

the Saviour who. once.wore a crown of thorns now wears a Crown of

Gloxye. ;
- What must our reasction be to Christ's Lordship? He must always
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relgn in our hesrts and minds as Lord. The lordship of Christ
involves total submission to Him in every ares of our lives. "And

whatever you do in word or deed, do 2ll in the name of the Lord

Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Pather." (Col 3:17)

It can be difficult to mske a specific =zpplication of this
command. The Scriptures contain few specific references to twerntieth
century living. The Apostle Faul never knew whet an alrplane, or
television, or motion victure was. Yet, the word of God is a rel-
evant standard to twentieth century Christian living because it
teaches specific principles for life. The Holy Spirit helps us
recall the words of God we hsve once resd so thit we can 2pply them
to the svecific situation we are in.

The Scriptures do instruct us in the kind of dating, drinking,
smoking, dancing, entertainment, and occupations that are pleasing
to God. The over-riding theme of Scripture is that everything we
do should honor God. ”ﬁhethér, then, you eat or drink or whatever

you do, do all to the glory of God." (I Corinthians 10:31) To

honor God is to submit to the Lordshlip of Jesus Christ.

"Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creztures the
old things passed awayj; behold new things hsve come." (IT Cor 5:17)
We must alwoys remember thet we are no longer to live to Dlezse
ourselves. As Christisns we must always remember that our old life
was not pleasing to God. Therefore, we must be czreful not to try
to adapt our old standzrde to Christ's. Paul sazid, "And do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of wyour
mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is
good and acceptable and perfect." (Romens 12:2) Christ eslls for
us to forsake everything we had as unbelievers =znd carry our cross
of holy Christian living. e must be different than the people of
this vorld. Peter said, "Rut you are a cnosen race, a roysl priest-
hood, a holy nation, a people for God's c¢cwn possession, that you
may proclaim the excelencies of Him who called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light." (I Peter 2:¢

Hepentance i¢ only the first step of Christian living. To
repent 1% to chonge directions and turn from sin. But after we
repent, we are called to live 2 life th=st honors Christ as lLord.

e



e e b g i e b as e R S § el e S i o BT

_To do deeds that honor Christ. Te speak words that honor Chrlst.
To think thoughts that hornor Ghrlst. The Christian 11fe is 2 cone-
stant cycle of repentance, forglveness, and re»dlrectlon. Je must
always remember, "If we confess our 31ns, He is faithful and

righteous to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous—

ness.” (I John 1:9)

Gad's covenant with the Jews through Moses was reguloted by
many don'ts. Don't eat this, don't touch this, don't don't, don't.
The Old Testament law was a guasrdian 6f the people waiting for Jesus
the Messiah. However, we are to obey the Ten Commandments because
they are also the moral laws of the Christiasn life. Christ summ ar—
ized the laws God gave to Moses with two do's. "And He said to him,
'You shall love the Lord your God with all.&our heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the grest end foremost .
copmandment. And a second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.' On these two commandments depend the whole Law and
the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40)

It is tremendously iﬁportant that Christianity for you does

not become nothing more than rules and regulations. The wonderful

fact of the Christisn life is the freedom God gives us - from sin,
from death, from sin's penalty and from the Devil himself. Never—
theless, you must know the Scriptural principles that govern the
Christian walk. Paul says. that everything, outside those things
specifically banned in the Bible, is lawful, but not all things
serve the Lord's best interests for you. (I Corinthians 6:12) God
has given you the Bible to make you "wise unto Salvation” and the
Holy Spirit to be your teacher. "So," the question arises, "how
do I know what the Bible says about Christ should be the lLord of

my. 1ife?" These are a sample_ of God's exhortation to holy living:

"If we sgy thet we have fellowship with Him and yet walk
in darkness, we lie and do .not practice the truth; but

if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we
have fellowship withiéome snother, =znd the blood of His Son
cleanses us from all sin.n (I Jobn 1:6-7)

"Therefore, having these promisés, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all defiléments of flesh and spirit, per—

fecting holiness in the fear of God."
(I Corinthians T:l)
AT



"Tf then you have been raised with Christ, keep seeking
the things above, where Christ 1s, seated at the right
hand of God." ; : (Colosszans 3:1)

n0p do you not kncw that your body SRS temnle of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, 'and
© that you are not your own? For you have been bought
with a price; therefore gléy;fy God in _your body,!"
(1 Cor1n+hlans 6:19-20)

"Therefore, to one who knows the-right:thing o do, snd
does ot ‘do it, to him it is sin." (James 4:17)

"Domofibe bound together with unbelievers; for what
partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or What
fellowshlp has Tight with darkness*"

(IT Corinthians 6 :14)

"Do not love the world, nor.fhe‘thlngs in-the world,
If anyone loves the worid, the love of the Father is not
in hlm.- : L Tohn 2415

"hind do not get drunk w1th WIne, forn! thut is dissipation,
but be filled with the. ‘SRdrite" . (Bphesians 5:18)

“No soldier dn active serVice.entangles himself in the
affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one
who enlisted him 4s a soldier.” (II Timothy 2:4)

"Let your light shiﬁs before men in such a way that they
mey-see your good works, and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven." (Matthew 5:16)

"Now the (God of peace, who brought up from the dead the
great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood ‘of the -
eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, eguip you in every
good thing to do His will, working in us that which is
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christy to whom be
the glory forever and ever. Amen.' (Hebrews 13:20-21)

To really know the directions yoﬁr 1ife should take to ‘honor
Christ I recommend ‘these three steps: Read and study the word of
God as your handbook for Christien living. Pray that God will
guide you to be His disciple. Consult the advice of a mature
Christisn in whom you can confide, such as your Pastor, for guidance.
Remember that our foremost authority is always the Bible because
it i& the word of God. You will never know the will of God until
you know the word of God.

Submitting to the Lordship of Jesus Christ is not easy. Yet,
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_don't let anyone tell you the Chrlstlan struggle is not worth 1t
Indeed, the Ghrlstlan Walk, the walk din the Splrlt, is rewarded by
the abundant glfts of God. Paul promlsed "But the fruit of the -
Splrlt is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, falthful_
ness, gentTeness, self-control; against such things there is no
lawe" (Galations 5.22—23) Nothing can match the greatness of 1ife
through loving Christ-anﬁ,obgying His words. Not only does Christ
freely'give-ﬁs eternal life, but He gives us sbundant life. -

Qur motlvatlon for oheylng Jesus as Lord is His love for us.
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He
was Tich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you throuﬂh Hig
poverty might become Tich." (I[Cor1nthlans 8:9) While we were poor

. and helpless in. our sin, Chrlst ‘the Tiord acoompllshe& our Salvatlon,

ourp abundant, eternal "1ife, on the cross. "Therefore, since we

have so great.a cloud of witnesses surrounding usy let us also lay
aside every encombrance, and the sin that s0 easily entangles us,'
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, FTixing

our eves on Jesus the’ author and perfecter of faith, who for the

Joy set before Him endured the’ cross, despiging the shame, and sat

down at the right hand of the throns of God." (Heﬁrews‘l? :1-2)

The Christian life is hard, but the same source of strength

. that raised Jesus from the dead, raises us to newness of life, and
to submission to the Lordshlp of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to Cod!
"Therefore be cafeful how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,

making the most of your time, because the days are evil. So then

do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.n
(Ephesians 5:15-17)



